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We lcom e Back  t o School! 
Each month you will receive this Holmes Newsletter containing 
news and information about our students, staff, parents and 
community. It has been a pleasure to meet our 6th, 7th and 8th 
grade students and watch as they get down to the business of 
learning with our talented teaching staff. If you have any questions 
or comments, please feel free to call the school office between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. We are looking forward to working 
with all of you during the coming school year. 

Open H ouse 
Please plan to join us for ÒOpen H ouse at  H olm esÓ on 
W ednesday evening, Sept em ber  10t h at  7:00 p.m .. This will be 
your first opportunity to meet the professionals who will be working 
with your son/daughter this year as well as to hear, first hand about 
the exciting plans we have in mind. Please come early and consider 
carpooling since parking will be at a premium. 
The purpose of Open House is to provide parents with an 
opportunity to meet their child’s teachers, view our facilities and 
learn about our educational programs. Because working closely 
with parents is essential to our success, we strongly urge you to 
make every effort to join us. 

PT O Magazi ne Dr ive 
Hold those renewals! try a new magazine! Plan your holiday gift 
giving! Our 2008 Magazine Drive kicks off on September 5th. Once 
again, this Holmes PTO fundraiser will help pay for things like 
computers, sports team and pom pon uniforms, student club 
expenses, classroom equipment, graduation party and other 
projects that help our school run smoothly. Watch for your 
information packet this month! 

N ew  Look  for  t he N ew slet t er  
After considerable thought and discussion, the Board of 
Education’s Communications Committee has led the 
development of a re-designed cover page format that will be 
consistent for all District 21 school newsletters for this school 
year. The new format will provide up-to-date information on 
school and district information, with the front page always 
including notes from recent School Board meetings, and the use 
of sidebars and different header text should allow us to better 
highlight specific information. 
 N ew Look  Green & Gold 

 
After considerable thought and discussion, the Board of Education’s 

Calendar  
Sept em ber  
1 NO SCHOOL 
5 PTO Magazine Drive “Kick-off” Assembly 
9 Cross Country Holmes @ Lincoln 
10 Open House @ 7:00 PM 
11 Cross Country River Trails @ Holmes 
13 am @ Holmes 
16 Cross Country MacArthur @ Holmes 
16 PTO meeting @ 7:00PM 
18 School Board Meeting @7:30PM 
19 Picture Day 
23 Cross Country Holmes @ St. Peter 
25 Cross Country Holmes @ Cooper 
26 Students attend AM only 
27 am @ Holmes 
30 Non-Attendance Day (Rosh Hashanah) 

Oct ober  
1 Beginning Band Registration 4:00-8:30PM 
1 Cross Country London @ Holmes 
6 PTO meeting @ 7:00 PM 
6 Cross Country Conference Meet @ Melas Park 
9 Non-Attendance Day (Yom Kippur) 
8 Pom’s Tryouts 
8 M id t er m  
10 School Party (tentative) 
11 Cross Country Sectionals @ TBA 
13 HOLIDAY – Columbus Day 
16 Basketball tryouts (tentative) 
16 School Board Meeting @7:30PM 
17 Basketball tryouts (tentative) 
17 M id t er m s go hom e 
18 a.m. @ Holmes 9 – 12:00 PM 
18 Cross Country State Meet @ TBA 
20 Orchestra Festival Sectionals 6:30-8:30 PM 
@ London 
20 Book Fair (runs through 10/24) 
22 Parent Teacher Conferences 5:00-8:30PM 
23 Parent Teacher Conferences 5:00-8:00PM 
24 Students attend AM only 
24 Picture retakes 
25 a.m. @Holmes 9-12:00 PM 
27 District 21 Choral Festival @ Buffalo Grove 
HS @ 7:00 PM 
29 Orchestra Festival Concert @ Buffalo 
Grove HS 7:30 PM 
30 SNOWFLAKE 
30 Boys’ basketball St. Peter @ Holmes 
30 Girls’ basketball Holmes @ St. Peter 
 

     Community Consolidated School District 21 
 

BOA RD OF 
EDU CA T ION  
IN FORMA T ION  
ST A T E OF T H E SCH OOLS 
The annual State of the Schools 
events will be held at Cooper, 
Holmes, and London Middle 
Schools this fall. The events will 
begin with performances by 
student groups, before a short 
video presentation, and a variety of 
breakout sessions. These State of 
the Schools meetings begin at 7.00 
PM. 
They will be held on: 
 
• November 6, 2008-Holmes M.S. 
• November 13, 2008-London M.S. 
• December 3, 2008-Cooper M.S. 
 
PROFESSION A L LEARN IN G 
COM M U N IT Y U PDA T E 
Over the past year, School District 
21 has made progress on its projects 
and initiatives. Highlights included: 
• The implementation of new report 
cards in grades 3-5. 
• The adoption of a new reading 
series for Kindergarten through 5th 

grade. 
• The use of NWEA Measures of 
Academic Progress assessments in 
Reading and Math with 3rd through 
8th graders. 
• The approval of the State Board of 
Education-mandated Technology 
Plan. 
M ORE IN FORMA T ION É  
If you would like more information 
about the Board of Education and 
School District 21, visit School 
District21’s new website at: 
 
www.ccsd21.org 
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         Organizarse es el primer paso hacia un año escolar exitoso 

 
 

W elcom e M r . Br usso 
Mr. Brusso Happy to be a Hornet 
In my first few weeks as assistant principal I have come 
to realize that Holmes is truly a special place. I have 
had the privilege of working in District 21 for the last 
three years as a sixth grade bilingual teacher at Jack 
London Middle School. Having had the opportunity to 
serve on various committees from the building level to 
the district level, I have seen first hand how dedicated 
and enthusiastic the staff around the district is. As a 
part of the Holmes community, I look forward to 
carrying on this tradition and working with your child 
to help make their experience here a rewarding one. 
 
Mr. Brusso Contento en la Comunidad de 
Holmes. 
Es evidente, en mis primeras semanas aquí en la escuela 
Holmes, que ese lugar es muy especial. He tenido la 
oportunidad de trabjar en distrito 21 en la capacidad 
de un maestro bilingüe en la escuela Jack London. 
También, trabajaba en grupos que apoyaron 
programas para la escuela y el distrito entero. He visto 
la dedicación e entusiasmo que los profesionales tienen 
para ayudar a todos los estudiantes en el distrito. 
Como parte de la comunidad de Holmes, me voy a 
trabajar muy duro para continuar esa tradición y 
ayudar a todos los estudiantes aquí, para que tengan 
una experiencia positiva. 
 
 
Get t ing or ganized is t he f i r st  st ep 
t ow ar d a successful  year  
 

 

 
 
W elcom e 5t h Gr ade 
St udent s &  Par ent s 
This issue of the Green & Gold 
is being delivered to current 
AND soon-to-be Cooper 
parents. In middle school, our 
newsletter is a monthly 
publication. You will find it 
filled with important 
information regarding student 
activities, learning, and 
educational policy. We also 
encourage you to keep abreast 
of happenings at Cooper by 
regularly visiting our website 
and by subscribing to our 
Cooper Info by E-mail service. 
All of the staff members at 
Cooper welcome our incoming 
families to Cooper and look 
forward to three years of 
challenging and fun learning! 
 

Count down  t o Cooper  
Cooper’s Sixth Grade Summer 
Transition Program runs from 
July 30th through August 10th 
from 9 AM until 12 PM. There 
is limited space available for 
this program, which has 
doubled in size over the past 
two years! To sign-up, please 
register at Cooper Middle 

The amount of work expected in middle school can be 
daunting to a child. Here are some ways to help your child 
get organized: 
*A planner or calendar to track assignments, activities, 
project due dates and test dates. 
*Different colored binders or folders (one for each 
subject) to store papers and materials. 
*A well-supplied desk or storage box. Middle schoolers 
waste time trying to find needed supplies. Avoid this by 
keeping supplies in one place. Have your child tell you 
when he needs more of something. 
 
 

PROGRA M A S PA RA  
H ISPA N OH A BLA N T ES 
 
Se ofrecen Clases Gratis de  
Inglés y de Computadoras 
para los padres y clases de 
Recreación (Karate, Arte, 
etc.) para los niños de edad 
escolar. Ofrecemos cuidado 
gratis de niño de edad pre-
escolar. 
 
Todas las personas que 
participan en nuestras clases 
son invitadas a compartir 
nuestros eventos especiales 
como paseos (a Chicago, 
museos, etc.) y fiestas de 
natación. Todas las clases se 
ofrecen de 6:30pm-8:00pm. 
 
Si está interesado en 
participar en estas clases 
llene los spacios abajo y 
devuelva este papel a la 
oficina de la escuela de su 
hijo. Si tiene 
alguna pregunta llame a 
Gregg Crocker al 847-271-
7932 o a Rosa Kuhn al 847-
520-2785. 
 
Clases en Septiembre e 
Octubre 
 
Fr ost  Schoo l  
16 de septiembre 
23 de septiembre 
7 de octubre 
14 de octubre 
21 de octubre 
28 de octubre 
 
T w ain  Schoo l  
11 de septiembre 
18 de septiembre 
25 de septiembre 
2 de octubre 
16 de octubre 
23 de octubre 
30 de octubre 
 

La cantidad de trabajo que se espera hacer en la escuela 
intermedia puede ser desalentador para un ni–o. He aqu’ 
algunas maneras de ayudar a su ni–o a organizarse: 
*Un planifi cador o calendario para seguirles la pista a las 
fechas de vencimiento de los trabajos y proyectos, 
actividades y a las fechas de los ex‡menes. 
*Carpetas de diferentes colores (una para cada materia) 
para guardar papeles y materiales. 
*Un escritorio bien provisto o una caja para guardar 
cosas. Los escolares intermedios desperdician tiempo 
tratando de encontrar los art’culos que necesitan. Evite 
esto guardando los art’culos en un lugar. Haga que su ni–o 
le avise cuando necesita m‡s de algo. 
 
 

School Safet y  
Several times a year, Holmes conducts a Fir e/ Disast er  Dr i l l  to 
ensure that staffand students are prepared to deal with such an 
emergency. During the first week of school all Holmes students 
participated in a building fire drill. Students were instructed on the 
proper method for an orderly and quiet building evacuation in case 
of a fire or other emergency. During the practice our teachers and 
students did an excellent job. 
This month al l students at Holmes wi l l participate in a school bus 
safety drill. This dri l l provides instruction in bus safety and 
evacuation. This dri l l wi l l also be repeated in the spring. The large 
majori ty of our students ride to school on a bus each day, and wi th 
field trips and activi ties every student wi l l eventual ly ride a bus this 
year. Our student and parent handbooks both contain Bus Behavior 
guidel ines and Bus Procedures, which we expect al l students to 
follow. 
 

T r af f ic Safet y  Regulat ions 
Please pay at t ent ion  t o  t he fo l low ing: 
• Our front driveway is for busses on ly  between the times of 8:00 
- 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. Cars are not allowed to use the 
front driveway during these times. Please use the back parking lot to 
drop off or pick up your child. 
• Our driveway is a f ire lane. Do not leave you car unattended 
along the front curb; only park in a parking space. 
•Do not park in ÒN O PA RK IN GÓ zones. These spaces must be 
kept clear in order for buses to enter and exit our parking lot safely. 
 

Lat ino- A m er ican H er i t age M ont h 
From September 15 to October 15 the country joins together to 
celebrate Latino-American Heritage Month, where we recognize the 
efforts, contributions, and major accomplishments that they have 
made to America. It is important to set aside time to recognize 
specific cultures and ethnicities that have helped to shape American 
society and affected our unified history. At Holmes we are proud of 
our diversity and pleased to see how teachers recognize Latin 
American influences across the curriculum. From reading novels 
dealing with Californian farm workers, creating artwork inspired by 
Latin American artists, and discussing the influences of immigration 
and immigrants in our country our teachers infuse the school with a 
sense of respect and acknowledgement for this shared history. 
M es Celebr ando Lat ino- A m er icanos 
Del 16 de septiembre hasta el 16 de octubre el país entero se junta 
para celebrar el Mes del Latinoamericano, donde reconocemos los 
esfuerzos, contribuciones, y los logros principales que han hecho en 
los Estados Unidos. Es importante dedicar tiempo para reconocer 
culturas y razas que han ayudado a formar esta sociedad Americana 
y que han afectado nuestra historia unitaria. En Holmes estamos 
orgullosos por nuestra diversidad y satisfechos con los esfuerzos de 
la facultad en reconocer las influencias Latinoamericanas en 
todas áreas curriculares. Leyendo novelas que tratan temas de 
granjeros en California, creando arte inspirado por artistas 
Latinoamericanos, y discutiendo temas de inmigración y inmigrantes 
nuestros maestros comunican respeto y reconocen esta historia 
compartida por toda la escuela. 
 
 

PT O Cor ner É  
Please join us for our 
next PTO meeting that 
will be held Tues. 
September 16th at 7:00 
p.m. Support your PTO 
by renewing your 
magazine subscriptions 
online @ www.qsp.com 
and click “Just Shopping”, 
and enter Holmes’ online 
account #425006179. 
Thanks to the many 
parents who volunteered 
to help during our early 
schedule pick-up. A 
special thanks goes out to 
Ruth Fowler for 
organizing this event 
and to Janet Ferguson,  
Sal Dominguez and 
Juanita Ariza for helping 
us out both nights! 
 
N ew  A dd it ionsÉ  
We are pleased to 
welcome the following 
new staff members to the 
Hornet’s Nest: 
• Allyson Baisden 
• Jennifer Camponigri 
• Lisa Hanrahan 
• Emily Hirt 
• Laura Leonhard 
• Annette Liro 
• Alex Meirin 
• Laura O’Day 
• Alana Werth 
 
Plan aheadÉ  
Please plan on attending 
the annual State of the 
Schools meeting being 
held at Holmes on 
Thursday, November 
6th at 7:00 pm. In 
addition to learning 
information about the 
district, our Jazz Band 
and Show Choir will be 
performing!! 
 


