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HOLMES MIDDLE SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

Martin Hopkins, Principal
Jeff Brusso, Asst. Principal

BOARD OF
EDUCATION
INFORMATION

FEBRUARY 18, 2010
FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM
REVIEW
Director of Business Andrew Kruzich
provided the Board with its annual
review of the effectiveness of District
21Õs food service provider, ChartwellÕs.
This year, there has been growth in the
number of students choosing breakfast
and lunch at school. There have been a
number of improvements to the
healthiness of the items on the menu.
Specifically, whole grain pasta, brown
rice, and local fruits and vegetables
regularly appear on our menus now.
New menu items also continue to be
added to the menus. ChartwellÕs has
been the DistrictÕs food service
provider for five years, and their
performance has been deemed
excellent. Now, as required by law in
the State of Illinois, the District will
open up a bid process this spring to
determine who will serve as the food
service vendor beginning with the 2010-
2011 school year.

ONGOING INFORMATION
REGARDING DISTRICT 21
FINANCES
To keep up-to-date on the proposals
being considered by the Board of
Education to resolve the current
financial challenges facing District 21,
visit our website for regular updates at:
www.ccsd21.org

Board members also welcome emails
and phone calls with questions or
comments from the public.

Next Board Meeting March 18, 2010
@ 7.30 PM Administration Center

MORE INFORMATION…
For more information, visit School
District 21Õs website at:

www.ccsd21.org

State Testing 2010
REMINDER: Please mark your calendars! State tests will be administered
during the week of March 1 – 5, 2010. Students in grade 6 will be tested in
reading, writing, and math. Grade 7 students will be tested in reading, math
and science. Finally, 8th grade students will be tested in reading, writing and
math. Parents are requested to avoid making flexible doctor’s appointments
or vacation plans during this time period. In advance, thank you for your
cooperation.

Examenes del Estado 2010
No se olviden…Por favor marquen su calendario. Los exámenes del estado
se ejecutarán este año durante la semana del 1-5 de marzo, 2010.
Estudiantes en el sexto y octavo grado tomarán exámenes de lectura y
matemáticas. Estudiantes en el séptimo grado tomarán de lectura,
matemáticas, y ciencias. Le pedimos a los padres que no hagan citas con su
doctor ni tomen vacaciones durante este tiempo.

Promoción 2010
Nuestra ceremonia de promoción del octavo grado, que se celebró en
Wheeling High School, tendrá lugar el jueves, 3 de junio, a las 6:30 pm -
los padres de los estudiantes de octavo grado recibirán información
específica acerca de la promoción en abril por el correo.

Promotion 2010
Our eighth grade promotion ceremony, held at Wheeling High School,
is scheduled to take place on Thursday, June 3, at 6:30 p.m. -
parents of eighth graders will receive specific information about
promotion exercises in a special April mailing.

Holmes Summer School Sign-Up
Holmes will offer a variety of courses spanning the arts and sciences as
well as traditional skill development areas. Courses have been designed
for students who are currently enrolled in grades 5, 6 and 7. June
sessions will run June 14 – July 2 (9:00 - 12:00); August sessions will
run August 9 - August 20 (9:00 - 12:00).

Registration brochures will be distributed soon; additional brochures will also
be available in the Holmes Middle School office. For more information please
call 847-520-2790.

Registración Para Escuela de Verano en Holmes

Holmes ofrecerá una variedad de clases, incluyendo artes, ciencias, y
clases tradicionales donde se enfocarán en desarrollando habilidades
especificas.  Las clases son diseñadas para estudiantes que están el el
5, 6, y 7 grado.La sesión de Junio es del 14  de Julio- 2 (9:00-12:00); La
sesión de Agosto es del 9 de Agosto- 20 de agosto (9:00-12:00).

Folletos para registración se distribuyeron hace un par de semanas a todos
los estudiantes.  Padres también pueden conseguir información en la oficina
de Holmes.  Para más información llame al 847-520-2790.

Holmes Middle School ¥ www.holmes.ccsd21.orgHolmes Middle School ¥ www.holmes.ccsd21.org

Calendar

March
3/1 PTO meeting @ 7:00 PM
3/1 ISAT Testing Begins (3/1-3/5)
3/2 Volleyball Holmes @ St. Peter
3/4 Volleyball River Trails @ Holmes
3/5 End o f Trimester II
3/5 Show Choir Showcase Competition 4:30 PM
3/6 a.m. @Holmes
3/6 Wrestling Sectional Meet
3/9 Volleyball Holmes @ Cooper
3/11 Volleyball London @ Holmes
3/12 Hornet Assembly @ 2:30 PM
3/12 Repo rt ca rds go  home
3/12 Invitational Volleyball Tournament
3/12 & 3/13 IGSMA Band and Orchestra Contest
3/12 & 3/13 Wrestling State Tournament
3/13 a.m. @Holmes
3/15 Track and Field conditioning begins
3/15 Track and Field coaches’ meeting 5:00PM @ Lincoln
3/16 Track and Field information meeting
3/17 Variety Show dress rehearsal
3/18 IGSMA Jazz Band Festival
3/18 Variety Show @ 7:00 PM
3/18 School Board Meeting @7:30PM
3/19 Variety Show school performance
3/20 Mundelein Jazz Festival
3/22 Spring break begins
3/29 Classes resume
3/29 Track and Field season begins

April
4/2 No School (Good Friday Observed)
4/5 PTO meeting @ 7:00 PM
4/8 Eighth grade graduation pictures
4/10 a.m. @ Holmes
4/13 Track Meet @ Buffalo Grove High School – 4:00 PM
4/15 Track Meet @ Prospect High School – 5:00 PM
4/15 School Board Meeting @7:30PM
4/16 Institute Day: students in am only (Snowflake theme)
4/17 ISU Band Festival
4/21 Holmes Pops Concert @ 7:00 PM
4/22 Track Meet @ Prospect High School – 5:00 PM
4/23 Track Meet @ Wheeling High School – 5:00 PM
4/23 School party 3:30 – 5:15 PM
4/23 Midterm
4/23 Holmes Feeder tour (band and orchestra students)
4/24 a.m. @ Holmes
4/27 Track Meet @ Hersey High School – 4:00 PM
4/28 6th Grade Orientation @ 7:00 PM
4/30 Chorus Feeder Tour (choir/show choir)
4/30 Track Meet @ Wheeling H.S. – 5:00 PM
4/30 Midterms go  home

U
.S

. P
os

ta
ge

P
ai

d

N
on

-P
ro

fit
 O

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

P
er

m
it 

N
o.

 3
0

W
he

el
in

g,
 I

L

C
om

m
un

ity
 C

on
so

lid
at

ed
 S

ch
oo

l D
is

tr
ic

t 2
1

99
9 

W
es

t D
un

de
e 

R
oa

d

W
he

el
in

g,
 Il

lin
oi

s 
 6

00
90

-3
99

7

w
w
w
.h
o
lm
e
s
.c
c
s
d
2
1
.o
rg

     Community Consolidated School District 21

 



Community Consolidated School District 21 - Wheeling, Illinois, USA       March, 2010Community Consolidated School District 21 - Wheeling, Illinois, USA                   March, 2010

Holmes Middle School ¥ www.holmes.ccsd21.orgwww.holmes.ccsd21.org

T
PTO Corner…
Please plan on

attending our next

meeting which will be

held on Monday, March

1stt  at 7 PM!

“Shop & Save”

Treat yourself and your

family to a remarkable

collection of valuable

CheckAwards Gift Checks

From great local

restaurants and

merchants worth over

$200.00 in savings for

just $30.00! If you are

interested, please have

your child return the

yellow flyer with your

order information. If

you need an additional

flyer, please contact

the school 

PTO is looking for

additional volunteers to

help with the 8th grade

dance, sixth grade

orientation, and ice cream

social.  While these

activities do not take

place for a couple months,

we will begin planning

shortly after the holidays.

If you are interested in

helping out, please join us

at our next meeting.

6th Grade Orientation!
On Wednesday, April 28th, current fifth graders and their parents are invited to visit
Holmes for an introduction to our school and a tour of the building.  Important
components of our program, such as exploratory classes, teaming, and
extracurricular opportunities, will be highlighted. This year, the building tour will
begin at 6:45 and the evening program will begin at 7:00 pm.  All current fifth
graders who will be starting at Holmes this fall should attend with their parents!

¡Orientación de 6 º Grado!
El miércoles, 28 de abril, alumnos actuales de quinto grado y sus padres
senvitado a visitar Holmes para una introducción a nuestra escuela y una gira de el
edificio. Los componentes más importantes de nuestro programa, tales como clases
de exploratorios, trabajo en equipo, y las oportunidades extracurriculares, se
resaltará. Este año, la gira del edificio empezará a las 6:45pm y el programa
comenzará a las 7:00pm. Todos en quinto grado que asistirá la escuela Holmes
este otoño deben asistir con sus os padres!

Motivate your underachieving middle schooler
with support

Your middle schooler is smart, so why does he keep bringing home so-so grades?
The issue may be motivation--or, rather, a lack thereof.

If that's the case, he's not alone. According to a U.S. Department of Education
study, students' lack of motivation is a main cause of low achievement in school.

Of course, students become underachievers for different reasons. There is no one-
size-fits-all solution to the problem. There are, however, many strategies you can
use.

To motivate your child:

    * Talk to him. Find out what makes your child tick and what he enjoys most/least
about school. Is he bored because the work is too easy? Is he overwhelmed
because the work is too hard? Figure out your child's feelings and you'll be that
much closer to solving the issue.
    * Work with his school. Talk with your preteen's teachers regularly. Get their
thoughts on how he's doing in class. Ask for suggestions about encouraging him to
try harder.
    * Believe in him. Your preteen may feel like the whole world is against him. So
show him that you're always on his side. Knowing you believe in him may go a long
way toward motivating him to do better in school.

Reprinted with permission from the March 2010 issue of Parents Still make the difference!®
(Middle School Edition) newsletter. Parenthood.com, www.parenthood.com/article-
topics/article-topics.php?Article_ID=5710.

Traffic Safety Reminders

• Our front driveway is for busses only between the times of 8:00 - 9:00 a.m. and
3:00 - 4:00 p.m. Cars are not allowed to use the front driveway during these times.
Please use the back parking lot to drop off or pick up your child.
• Our driveway is a fire lane. Do not leave you car unattended along the front curb.
Park only in a parking space.
• Do not park in “NO PARKING” zones. These spaces must be kept clear in order
for buses to enter and exit our parking lot  - Thank you.

“

PROGRAMAS PARA

HISPANOHABLANTES

Se ofrecen Clases Gratis de Inglés,

Computadoras y Habilidades

Paternales para los padres y clases

de Recreación para los niños de

edad escolar. Ofrecemos cuidado

gratis de niño de edad pre-escolar.

Todas las personas que participan

en nuestras clases son invitadas a

compartir nuestros eventos

especiales como paseos (a Chicago,

museos, etc.) y fiestas de natación.

Todas las clases se ofrecen de

6:30pm-8:00pm.

Si está interesado en participar en

estas clases llene los spacios abajo y

devuelva este papel a la oficina de

la escuela de su hijo. Si tiene

alguna pregunta llame a Gregg

Crocker al 847-271-7932 o a Rosa

Kuhn al 847-520-2785.

Clases en el futuro

Escuelas Whitma n y Fro st

6:30pm-8:00pm

10 de marzo

17 de marzo

31 de marzo

Escuela Holmes 6:30pm-8:30pm

4 de marzo

11 de marzo

18 de marzo

ÁÁOtra Oportunida d!!

Clases de ingles y m‡s

Harper Co llege Northea st

Center 5:00-7:00pm

Cada lunes y miŽrco les (se

ofrece cuida do de ni–o s)

Si necesita  m‡s info rma ci—n

puede l lamar 847-925-6015

Apoye a su hijo de intermedia para que

desarrolle su potencial
Su hijo de intermedia es inteligente. Pues entonces, ¿por qué razón sigue
trayendo a casa calificaciones mediocres? El problema podría ser motivación, o
mejor dicho, falta de motivación.

Si este fuera el caso, su hijo no es el único. Según un estudio del Departamento
de Educación de los Estados Unidos, la falta de motivación de los estudiantes es
la causa principal del bajo desempeño en la escuela.

Por supuesto, hay varias razones por las cuales los estudiantes no desarrollan su
potencial. No existe una solución que sirva para todos. Sin embargo, hay varias
estrategias que usted podría utilizar.

Para motivar a su hijo:

    * Hable con él. Averigüe qué es lo que lo entusiasma y qué es lo que
más/menos le gusta de la escuela. ¿Se aburre porque halla que el trabajo es muy
fácil? ¿Se siente abrumado porque el trabajo es sumamente difícil? Si consigue
determinar cómo se siente su hijo es más probable que resuelva el problema.

    * Trabaje con la escuela. Hable con los maestros de su hijo con regularidad.
Pregúnteles cómo le va en sus clases. Pídales sugerencias para animarlo a
empeñarse más.

    * Crea en él. Puede que su preadolescente piense que todo el mundo está en
su contra. Muéstrele que usted está de su lado. Saber que usted cree en él lo
motivará a esforzarse en la escuela.

Reprinted with permission from the March 2010 issue of Los Padres ¡aún
hacen la diferencia!® (Middle School Edition) newsletter. Copyright ©
2010 The Parent Institute®, a division of NIS, Inc. Fuente: "Motivating
Your Underachiever," Parenthood.com, www.parenthood.com/article-
topics/article-

Tornado Drill
In the month of March, Holmes students will participate in a tornado drill.  The
purpose of this drill is for students to review the procedures necessary for their
protection during such a storm.

Practica para la seguridad en causo de Tornados
En el mes de marzo, los estudiantes de Holmes participará en una practica para
la seguridad en causo de tornados. El propósito de este ejercicio es para revisar
la los procedimientos necesarios para la protección de los estudiantes durante
este tipo de tormenta.

District 214 Invites Parents to Community
Resource Fair
High School District 214 invites community members and educators to attend a
free Community Resource Fair, "Building Bridges to a Bright Future," on Monday,
March 15, from 7:30 a.m.- noon.  The event will take place at the Forest View
Educational Center Fieldhouse, located at 2121 S. Goebbert Rd. in Arlington
Heights.  Agencies’ and organizations’ staff representing resources such as
mental health, substance abuse and bi-lingual counseling, food, housing
assistance, personal support services, education, advocacy, legal assistance,
recreation, transportation, and transition services to adulthood will be present to
answer questions and provide written materials.  For more information contact
High School District 214 Student Services, Pat Kelley, 847 718-7550.


